


History of radiology in Guyana





Doctors would generally read 
their patients' x-ray films and 
reports were not an expectation.



Fluoroscopy was substituted by plain films taken 
after patients were given contrast and called as 
special x-ray examinations.

These would sometimes 
have reports if there was a 
visiting radiologist.



According to Dr Rahul Jindal there was no ultrasound machine in 

Guyana up to 2008.

It is unclear where and when the first machine was installed.

Radiologists and sonographers started moving from India and Cuba to 

Guyana starting after 2008 and would do ultrasound.



However, probably as long as there has been ultrasound in Guyana, it 

was generally accepted that an ultrasound examination 

would basically be a person ”taking a look” with the ultrasound 

machine, recording 

No Digital Images, Printing Only One Image And Producing A Report 

Immediately , Before The Patient Is Ready To Leave.

This is common policy and there were no written ultrasound protocols 

in use.



Cancer Institute Guyana

• “Our vision is to be a one stop 
center for diagnosis, treatment 
and follow up of all types of 
cancer prevalent in Guyana.”

George Nellamattathil



The other professional staff 
includes a 
Registered Nurse, 
Radiation Therapists, 
Radiographers, 
Medical Physicist, 
Radiologist, 
Associated Physicians 
and Ancillary staff.

Unfortunately,

• Radiologists mostly just read remotely from 

overseas.

• It could be expected that CT scans performed for 

stroke and road casualties would have a 

radiologists report up to 4 days after it 

was performed.

• Technicians performed tests with 

simplistic protocols and without supervision.

• And the radiation oncologist has lived in India the 

whole time, not Guyana.



C-arms have been in use in 
Guyana for orthopedic 
surgery at least since the late 
2000s



Interventional cardiology



Echocardiography



Dr Ramsundar Doobay, then Head of Internal 
Medicine at GPHC, used a portable ultrasound 
machine to perform informal echocardiograms 
in his clinic at least from 2010 and up to 2013





RAD-AID

• Initially the idea was to 
train doctors "for Guyana's 
setting" which would focus 
on ultrasound and the 
donated CT scanner.

• However, once the 
program started it was 
obvious that 
the community’s needs and 
the learning opportunities 
were much more.

• Cancelled for 2 weeks in 
2020 as was at a point 
deemed unnecessary 
during the COVID 19 
response.





In December 2021 regulations 
were finally updated to stipulate 
that patient information must be 
recorded together with 
mandatory image sets for each 
patient but the struggle 
continues to get all ultrasound 
practitioners to keep up these 
standards.
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